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Aviation Trail, Inc. Summer 2010

ATI TO PICNIC ON THE HILL
AT WRIGHT FIELD AUG. 22

Come picnic on the hill for National Aviation Day!

And celebratethe 18tanni ver sary of t
Aviation Flying School which was on nearby Huffman
Prairie. G i
Again this year weol | hi ki
mutual birthdays of Orville and his sister Katharine
Wright and National Avi at
slide the event into Sunday, Aug. 22, for the conveniencsq
of all.

Our speaker in the East Interpretive Center, following
lunch, will be Dawne Dewey, head of Wright State
University Archives & Special Collections in the Paul
Laurence Dunbar Library. Her presentation willfocuson The Wr i ght sé fAflying school @
the Wright Flying School and its graduates who are com- 1910 as a training area for members of the Wright exhibition
memorated at the Wright Memorial. team with A. Roy Knabenshue as its organizer and manager.
Lunch baskets of sandwiches, chips, dessert and a drink Fliers who trained there for exhibition included Walter

will be ready at 12 noon on the plaza in front of the Brookins, Arch Hoxsey, A.L. Welsh, Spencer Crane, J.W.
Wright Memorial. [1f it raipawsandWeank Coffyn.Fgingibéyanimvdyel0 With rvilke e a
Interpretive Center. as instructor and the team flew its first exhibition at the

Prices for adults and children will remain the same as in |ndianapolis Motor Speedway on June i3

2009: $15 for an adult and $40 for a family of up to five  The field was a busy place. According to Tom Crouch in
persons. Reservations should be made no later than Wed:,h e B i s h oQuvilesmadechyndreds 6f flights from

Aug. 18, to ATI, P.O. Box 633, Wright Brothers Branch, the old field between 1911 and 1915, testing nine of the
Dayton, OH 45409. Park in the lot on the far side of the thirteen distinct aircraft types developed by the Wright

Canadian students training at Wright School of Aviation in 1915
at Huffman Prairie

Interpretive Center, or on the road leading up the hill.  Company. Huffman remained a world center of aeronautical
ATI will bring along a colorful parachute justforfunfor achi evement é. 0 #flt was al so
the kids and the WACO Learning Center will have life Orville compiled a list of 115 individuals who had

Abottle rocketso for the )earded ® flythere.dt indlubed thdpioBekers df @ikkaryt -
aviation. o

Those pioneers included U.S. Lieutenants Frank Lahm,
Charles DeForest Chandler, Kenneth Whiting, John Rodgers,

and Henry H. AHapo Arnol d an
World War | fighter pilot who is credited with the aerial
fatality of Germanyés Captai

Ms. Dewey is expected to bring to life those exciting days of
flying on the prairie. She is a certified archivist with the
Academy of Certified Archivists since 1994, and received
two degrees from Wright Stat
degree in history and anthropology (a dual major With Hon-
ors) in 1980 and her master?d
1984.

Her many management responsibilities and records manage-

— ‘ ment programs include care of the Wright brothers archives,
Adults and kids play with a colorful parachute at the 2009 ATI picrjic  the largest in the world.




Page 2

BOMBING WITH CANDY -FILLED
PARACHUTES: THE STORY

When the new, main exhibit in the ATl Parachute Mu-

seum is completed, it will tell some fascinating stories.

One of them was spun during the Berlin Airlift after

World War Il. Its cast of characters includes hungry

Berlin children, a humanitarian-minded U.S. cargo pilot

and his fellow fliers, and candy lots of candy.

You may already know about
not , hereds his story. Chec
a part of the historical narrative in the museum.

The Acandy bomber d was Lt.
Air Force pilot who dropped candytied to small, home-

made parachuteso the children of West Berlin on his mis-
sions for the Berlin airlift begun in 1948.

Halvorsen, who flew €17 and G54 cargo aircraft, began the
Abombingsd out of compassio

In addition to the personal candy purchases made by
Halvorsen and the cargo pilots, American schoolchildren
and Americarbased organizatiodslarge and smah

made generous donations to the project. For example, the
Confectioners Association of America gave 100,700
packages of candy; the Life Saver Co. sent 4,000 roll of
the ringshaped sweets; and the Huyler Candy Co.
donated 10 tons of candy, with parachutes.

It is estimated that while Halvorsen was flying the airlift,
Ee and the other p ilots dr Cﬁ/ eé;ed egs many as 90 (RO candy

fth lift,
gn?é 2% tor?s%f parg {e(fgrood ﬁ(ﬁlcl)f?ﬁc()j ttcﬁr?zl%lérlm

children.

Bavorsen, &ho yetineddrom thé Air Rorce as & aolonel,a
was born Oct. 10, 1920, in Salt Lake City, Utah. In the
1970s he returned to Tempelhof Air Base in western
Berlind where his airlift missions had originateds

base commander.

m 1974he wds tHeeoratee witmtaenCrosshoi tHe ©rder of

whose divided city of West Berlin was blocked by the SovietsMerit of the Federal Republic of Germang(oses

from normal delivery of food, fuel and other necessities of
daily living.

Bundesverdiennstkreuand participated in the closing
ceremonies for Tempelhof Air Base in 1993. He was, for

To save the West Berliners from starvation, the United Statesmany years, treated as a celebrity, made personal appear-

and the Royal Air Force airlifted in supplies: 2,325,000 tons
over the duration of the airlift. Halvorsen flew some of those
delivery missionsmany of them carrying candy drops.

ances and gave speeches about the Candy Bombers of the
Berlin Airlift.

The parachutes used eadw in the candy bombing were
handkerchiefs, shirt sleeves, rags or discarded fabric and we
made on the pilotsé own fre
candy and chewing gum to the mini parachutes and release
them in flight from the escape windows or side doors of the
cargo planes.

The children soon learned to recognize which aircraft carried
candy. Halvorsen, in particular, would tilt or wiggle his air-

craftbés wings, indicting a
known as Uncle Wiggly Wings @ddnkel Wackelflugel
When other pilots | elwoostingd o

airdrops, they joined in. Soon the venture was officially
named Operation Little Vittles and publicity about it brought
donations of huge quantities of sweets and more pilots
cooperating in the venture.

Ita

Halvorsen shows one of his parachutes to his future wife A

ATI FUNDS TWO EDUCATIONAL
EVENTS THIS SUMMER

At the ATI Board Meeting in June, members voted
to fund two educational undertakings this summer.
The first unani mous Aye
scholarship for $230 for WACO Summer Camp ¢
held the week of June 28 at the WACO Educatignal
Center at Historic WACO Field in Troy, Ohio.
The camp traditionally services about 15 students,
4" to 6" grade, who learn some of the principles
flight and the Wright
their studies of aeronautical lift and drag.

The second funding action by the board was to
approve $50 for expenses for the SOAR program at
the Vectren Dayton Air Show, Dayton, Ohio. SOAR
services studenis3" grade through high schoel
with educational materials and activities related to
aeronautics.
ATI Board Member Jim Beisner, former ATI Board
president who has been involved with both activities
for several years, recommended sponsorship of poth
activities. The National Aviation Heritage Allianc

manages the SOAR program at the Air Show
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ATI REPRESENTED AT

DAYTON AIR SHOW

Again this year at the Vectren Dayton Air Show

(July 1718) Aviation Trail, Inc. was part of the exhibit
tent of the National Aviation Heritage Alliance.
Representatives from the trail were-gite to hand trail
brochures to everyone who stopped by. The exhibit
used previously at various air sha@wdisplays
thumbnail sketches of some of the trail sites.

The twoday Dayton Air Show featured the U.S.
Navyodés Blue Angels and a
custom fit with ATI&s pl
Parachute Museum. Team Fastrax Parachute Team
from Middletown, Ohio, displayed precision and skill
in their target landings under colorful parachutes; the
ATl museum will include
i n sportso exhibit.

ATI n t

en

Presi de

This U.S. Air Force & 7
red 1955 English Morris Garage (MG), right of fuselage, at the Vect
Dayton Air Show Friday, July 16. The little car was on an important mis-
sion: delivering Aviation Trail brochures to the National Aviation Heri-

dwar f s

tage Allianceds tent for distrjb

80,000 visitors to the twday show.(Photo courtesy of Marvin Christian)

Other airborne attractions were the winglking team

of Kyle Franklin and Amanda YounkiRranklin, stunt
pilot Sean Tucker, an American Airlines EBZ Greg

Poe doing aerobatics in an MX the B17 Hollywood
Memphis Belle and Sentimental Journey and the
AeroShell aerobatic team flying ABGs. Military

planes that flew included the U.S. Air Forcd & and
C-17; U. S. Navy F18 and U.S. Marine Corps-£30.
Topping off Saturdayobs s
Aviation" at the Dayton Convention Center hosted by
the National Aviation Ha
ees were Clay Lacy, aviation businessman and video-
grapher; Warren G. Grimes (posthumously), inventor
of aircraft lighting; astronaut Alan Bean; and Noel
Wien (posthumously), arctic flight expert.

The previous evening the NAHF had hosted the Presi

dent 6s Reception and Din
Award going to the National Business Aviation Asso-
ciation.
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WRI GHTSOG SEAPLANE BAS
DEDICATION SET FOR AUG. 20
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Dedication of an Ohio historical marker to commem
orate the Wright Compan
Milarii RiveV fbr Right tdstihg sedplneswill B Al
20 at 6 p.m. on the West Carrollton side of the river,
one of the first seaplane bases in the United States.
The marker is located in the Miami and Erie Canal Park
at 5457 Marina Dr. in West Carrollton. The public is
welcome. The rain date is Aug. 21 at 2 p.m.
The event is being hosted by the Wright Seaplane Base
Inc. and the mayors of the City of Moraine and the City
of West Carrollton are scheduled to participate in the
ceremony. Aviation Tralil, Inc. is one of several
organizations which donated funds for the seaplane
base project.
Also expected to attend are representatives of Aviation
wall Inc--thegﬁaplane base is on, the Aviation Frall
St'Carroliton I-ilstorlcalasnomety, the Ohio Historical
Society, VFW Post 3438, Boy Scouts of America, and
citizens and politicians from the state of Ohio.
At ifoh.y ;avre shaowf oftfh ei aWs itghliti e
The location of the marker is at the bend in the Miami
River where the Wright Company tested several mod-
el s of the Wright seapl an
Aeroboat which is featured on the marker.
Future plans of the Wright Seaplane Base organization

call for a fultscale, looka | i ke Model A G
the bend of the river along with a descriptive history of
the Wright seaplanes.
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Wright Model AGO Aeroboat on t




Page 4
2010 WOW CONFERENCE WOWS GIRLS WACO LEARNING CENTER

RECEIVES GRANT

FROM THE DUKE FOUNDATION

The folks at the WACO Learning Center in Troy,
Ohio, recently celebrated Christmas in July. They
received notice of a $126,000 grant from the Paul |G.
Duke Foundation to establish an Aviation Career
Learning Program for high school students and adults.

WING S @WDMEN

On July 16, the National Aviation Hall of Fame hosted| A q o
young women with an interest in aviaticelated careers [N 1 0s a ream come true,
as it presented the fourth annual Wings of Womer] Beisner who has been involved with aviation educa-

(WOW) Conference. The ddgng eventi held atthe |t ! 0n for about 15 years f
National Aviation Hall of Fame inside the National grant and a]ready have received a check fo.r $42,000,
Museum of the United States Air Fordewas designed |t he first of three insftal
to introduce high school girls to successful women in g 1 he local program will be situated at the Learning

wide range of aviationelated careers. Center at Historic WACO Field in Troy, Miami

For a $15 registration fee, the attendees heard keynot&©untry. The Paul G. Duke Foundation focuses of
speaker Christy Garvin, winner of the 2010 A. ScottPrograms benefiting children, young adults and the
Crossfield Aerospace Education Teacher of the Year@Mily in the Miami County area.

Award. Garvin, of Powder Springs, Ga., holds a degre Grants_by the foundation are mad_e in the area of arts,
in elementary education and psychology and a Masterfducat'on’ health, and social services and are ma‘de

of Science in Education. She is an emergency medical®” POth general and specific project support.
technician; holds a private pilot license and instrumen
rating; and is currently working on her commercial
license. Garvin has written an aerospace curriculum that e e e e e e
is used across her county school system and designed
and taught aviation and space camps for Georgia Tegh.

Her elementary students build kites, hot air balIoong,:A‘R'A‘CHUTE MUSEUM PROGRESS
model airplanes, rockets, and working hovercraft. Thg
design and construct a -38ot-long inflatable Space
Shuttle, create lunar plagtowth chambers, and desig
and build a model of a future Mars base.

Other speakers included women veterans of the Wo
Airforce Service Pilots, members of the U.S. Air Ford| 38
448" Airlift Wing 8 who told firsthand stories about
their roles in humanitarian rescue work in Haiti and
other female military and civilian pilots and aviatio
professionals.

Girls who participated in the program could also take
actual flight on July 24. Flights were offered in assoc
tion with the Young Eagles Program from 9 a.m. to

1 p.m. at Moraine Air Park.

This is a computegenerated rendering for the proposed, main exhibit in
the Aviation Trail Parachute Museum featuring a colorful parachute back-
drop. The museum is on the second
liams Street in Dayton. Explanatory panels on both sides of the hung para-
chute discuss Dave Gold, primary contributor of artifacts to the museum;
Harold Harris, first person to save his life with a parachute; the Caterpillar
Club for parachutists who saved their lives with parachutes; Wright Field;
how to pack a parachute; an interactive, stalothe exhibit on feeling the

wind force in a parachute; and contemporary uses of parachutes, such as
skydivers and drag racers. Construction of the exhibit is under way at
Exhibit Concepts Inc. in Vandalia, Ohio. Look for a museum Open House

tifiRidrhie (ReAdring ColirteByPof Exhibit COMeptsh © Tt ¥ 0's -
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Summer Flowers of WrightDunbar Village




